
France 

Semester: Spring 27 
 

Course Information: International Studies – 3 Credit Core Course 
 

Course Code: IS 398 France 
 

Lead Faculty: Dr. Karry Elson 
 

Travel Assistant: TBA 
 

Course Title: France: History, Culture, and the Arts 
 

Course Description: 

This course will explore the rich history, diverse culture, and vibrant art landscape of 
France. The class will meet two days a week to include lectures, PowerPoint 
presentations, a final exam and culminate with a trip focusing on 5 cities (Paris, Normandy, 
Limoges, Versailles, and Chartres) in France over spring break. Students will learn about 
the history of France in all 5 cities, focusing on Paris and trips to Normandy and Oradour 
sur Glane memory centre (a museum dedicated to the memory of a french villiage 
destroyed by the Germans during WWII). They will also learn about the culture of France 
firsthand in many of the 5 cities by having local residents, not just tour guides, showing 
them the sites. Finally, students will learn about the Arts in France with trips to Museums 
(Louve, Orsay or Orangerie, Orandur Sur Glane Memory Center, DDay Arromanches 
Museum), Churches and Cathedrals (Notre-Dame, Saint-Chappelle, Sacre-Coeur, 
Chartres Cathedral), Monuments (Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triomphe, Place de la Concorde), 
and Palaces/Gardens (Versailles, Luxembourg Gardens, Tuileries Gardens). 
 
Travel Dates: March 5, 2027 to March 14, 2027 (Spring break 2027) 
 

Estimated Cost: $4,425.00 
 



Housing/Accommodations: Local hotels (double or triple rooms). 
 

Contact: kelson@andersonuniversity.edu or studyabroad@andersonuniversity.edu for 
more information. 
 

Eligibility Requirements: Anderson students are eligible to enroll in an international study 
course (AU Abroad – IS 398) with their advisor’s approval. This includes freshmen, 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors. However, scholarship eligibility depends upon class 
rank, GPA and financial need. 
 

Scholarship Eligibility: Scholarships are awarded to help reduce the cost of the travel fee, 
which is an additional charge as part of the student’s registration for the program. The AU  
Abroad scholarship ranges up to $1,000.00 and is awarded upon eligibility, GPA and 
financial need. To be eligible for the AU Abroad scholarship, students must be a 
sophomore, junior or senior. First-year students are not eligible for the AU Abroad 
scholarship but can register and take any international studies course with academic 
approval. Freshmen are not eligible for the AU Abroad scholarship. The AU Abroad 
scholarship is only for AU Abroad classes and cannot be used for any other study abroad 
programs including any departmental or summer programs. 
 

Pell Eligible Students: If you receive a Pell grant to attend Anderson University, you can 
apply for a Gilman Scholarship to study abroad on an AU Abroad program. The Gilman 
scholarship is a national scholarship program sponsored for US Citizens to study abroad 
(sponsored by the US State Department). To see if you are eligible to apply you can speak 
with a financial aid advisor. The deadline to apply for the Gilman award is October 1, 2026. 
It is a competitive program for those students who have financial need. (While we support 
applications for the Gilman scholarship, the award notifications are made after the 
payment of the course/travel fee is due. Therefore, you must make payment of the 
course/travel fee to attend AU Abroad if you wish to attend. We cannot hold or defer any 
payments pending a possible Gilman grant since we need to finalize all travel well in 
advance. There are no exceptions to this policy.) Email aid@andersonuniversity.edu to see 
if you are eligible for Pell and the Gilman Scholarship. If eligible to apply, you need to 
complete a Gilman Scholarship application prior to October 1, 2026. 
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Application and Registration Deadline: Students will register for the class during open 
registration for the spring 27 semester. Students should speak with their academic advisor 
regarding how the IS 398 (AU Abroad) course will be used for their academic plan before 
applying online for this class. (Students can only apply for one AU Abroad course during 
the semester.) 
 

Payment Link: https://payit.nelnet.net/form/T0Ipe7fa 
*Please do not make a payment until you are registered for the class 
 

Payment Details: $4,425 

November 18, 2026: $2,000 

December 2, 2026: $1,500 

December 9, 2026: $925 * Subtract AU abroad scholarship from final payment 
 

Passport: It is recommended that you expedite your passport application or renewal. 
Passports are not required at time of course registration. However, you need a valid 
passport which is at least six months current to travel. Passports are taking longer to be 
processed by the US State Department. Please allow 4 months for renewals or initial 
applications. We are not responsible if your passport renewal or application is not 
processed in time for the program. There are no refunds of the payment (course/travel fee) 
if you do not have your passport in time for travel. 
 

Included: Round trip airfare, breakfast at the hotel each morning, accommodations, and 
entrance to tours as listed on the itinerary. 
 

Exclusions: Transportation to the airport: Please note that we do not provide 
transportation to the airport. Flights are not determined at this time and are normally out of 
ATL. However, they can also be out of GSP or CLT. We do not provide transportation to the 
airport or cover the cost of this expense. It is up to you to get to the airport. Students must 
leave the airport assigned. There are no exceptions to this. Meals: Normally, only breakfast 
at the hotel is included. You are responsible for your meals, refreshments, and all 
food/snacks while abroad. Government Id: Passports and any required official 
documentation to enter the country are not covered, and students are required to pay 
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these charges.  
 

Baggage Fees: Normally on an international flight, one bag can be checked for free. 
Additional baggage fees, whether for extra luggage or due to over luggage weight, will not 
be covered. Additional Tours/Sites: Entrance fees to places not listed on the official 
itinerary are not covered. Personal Expense: Students should bring additional funding to 
help cover personal expenses while abroad, including funding for meals, personal 
expenses, gifts, etc. 
 

COVID Vaccination: Anderson University recommends students follow CDC guidance 
regarding vaccinations. 


