Essential Skills and Functions (Technical Standards)

Anderson University and the Pathologists’ Assistant Program requires students to not only possess characteristics such as the ability to learn, integrate, and analyze information, but also important skills that include observation, communication, motor, intellectual, behavioral and social attributes. The applicant must have functional use of their senses including auditory, somatic, smell, taste, sight, and balance. They should have motor functions that allow them to complete required tasks included within the pathologists’ assistant skill sets. They should be able to operate in an independent manner and be able to efficiently evaluate tasks at hand.

1. Observation: The student must be able to observe classroom activities, lab activities, demonstrations, procedures, presentations, screens, microscopes, and other instruments in the didactic and clinical setting. They must be able to see and differentiate color, light, dark, and shadows. They must be able to observe and comprehend nonverbal communication. 

2. Communication:  The student must be able to communicate, speak, and hear effectively. The student should have sufficient ability to communicate in a written, verbal, and nonverbal manner. The student should speak, write, and understand the English language.  

3. Motor: The student must be able to perform tasks required in a didactic and clinical setting with sufficient motor skills. Coordination, fine and gross motor skills, and equilibrium are necessary. The student must perform independent motor skills when grossing specimens and performing autopsies. The student should also be able to lift (up to 40lbs), bend, walk, stand (for up to 2 hours at a time), sit, and move independently. 

4. Intellectual: The student must be able to observe, collect, and analyze data in an efficient and timely manner independently and within distracting environments. The student must have a strong sense of spatial orientation and problem solving. 

5. Behavioral and Social Attributes: The student must be able to handle the physical, emotional, and mental stressors that occur in a healthcare setting and school. They must be able to be flexible, complete tasks in a timely manner, create mature and responsible relationships, and work independently as well as part of a team.

The Pathologists’ Assistant (PA) program at Anderson University is a rigorous mental and physical program that places specific requirements and demands on the students enrolled in the program. Many employment settings require a broad spectrum of mental and physical demands on the PA, and it is our focus to ensure the student is as prepared as possible for any and all employment settings.
 
