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Conference Schedule
11:30 - 12:30 PM
Registration  
STUDENT CENTER BANQUET HALL LOBBY 

12:45 - 2:05 PM
Session 1a: The Power of Story and the Inklings
STUDENT CENTER BHB 

Moderator: Bob Hanley

• “All Things Visible and Invisible: Myth, Dreams, and      
   Faith in Till We Have Faces” Avery-Claire Galloway
• “Reading and Writing in the Age of AI: The Allure of 
   ‘Idiotic Satisfaction’” Steven Petersheim
• “Skeletons in the Closet: Spiritual Imagination in
    Murder Mysteries with Dorothy Sayers” Josephine 
    Stringer

Session 1b: C.S. Lewis and the Modern World
STUDENT CENTER BHC

Moderator: Heather Hess

• “I want the real thing:’ Aslan, Drugs, and 
   Disenchantment in Jonathan Franzen’s The 
    Corrections”  Jonathan Sircy

• “Legacies of C.S. Lewis’s “Imagination” in 
   Contemporary American Evangelical Culture” Ken 
   Paradis

• “Frankenstein and Other Narratives of Technology” 
   Laurie Stankavich

2:20 - 3:40 PM
Session 2a: Literacy and Illiteracy
STUDENT CENTER BHC 

Moderator: Elizabeth Jennings

• “That he may run who reads”: Historical Literacies 
   and the Christian” Hope Howell Hodgkins 

• “Reading Across Boundaries: The Transformative 
   Power of Literacy in Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis, 
   Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake, and Chinua 
   Achebe’s Things Fall Apart” Timothy P. Shea  
• “Can Reading Literature Help Save Us? St. Aelred of
   Rievaulx on Imagination, Affect, and Soteriology”  
   Hannah Zdansky
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Thursday
October 23

2:20 - 3:40 PM
Session 2b: The Imagination 
STUDENT CENTER BHC 
Moderator: Jonathan Sircy 

• “Have We Got It All Wrong? Deconstructionism,
Imagination and the Teaching of Literature” Sarah 
Durst

• “Imagination, Apocalypse, and the Laughter of the
Martyrs” Jason Crawford

• “Transformative Reading and the Revelation of the
Teenage Imagination: Offering Whole Novels in the
High School Classroom” Alice Hodgkins

3:40 - 4:00 PM
Coffee and Snacks
STUDENT CENTER BHA 

4:00 - 5:00 PM
Speaker: Austin Carty
STUDENT CENTER THEATER 

“All the Reading We Don’t Remember: The Formative 
Power of Literature and Language”

Friday
October 24

8:30 - 9:00 AM
Registration and Light Breakfast 
STUDENT CENTER BHA 
 
9:00 - 10:20 AM
Session 3a: Southern Literature 
STUDENT CENTER BHA  

Moderator: Emma Stark

• “Flannery O’Connor’s Library: A New Bookshelf”
Farrell O’Gorman

• “Silent Sobs of Healing: Frank X Walker’s “Amazin’
Grace” and the Prophetic Imagination” Andrew P. Hicks

• “Baptismal and Familial Identity in Charles Chesnutt’s 
Fiction” Carissa Turner Smith

Session 3b: Creative Literatures 
STUDENT CENTER BHB 
Moderator: Derek Updegraff

• “Poetry as Devotional Practice: Writing and Reading
Via Crucis” Jane Blanchard

• “Poetry: Fiction or Non-Fiction” Charity Yost Reed

• “Griefs Observed: A Poetry Reading” Donovan McAbee
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Friday
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9:00 - 10:20 AM
Session 3c: Imagination, Theology, and Story 
STUDENT CENTER BHC  
Moderator: Drew Stowe

• “Prince Caspian and the Strange Case of the Telmarine 
Educational System” Chris Pipkin

• “Stealing Past the Dragons: C.S. Lewis, 
Imagination,and the Redemptive Power of Story” Paul 
Radford

• “Celestial Ascent, Natural Theology, and the
Imagination in the Poetry of Hester Pulter” Wesley
Garey

10:30 - 11:50 AM
Session 4a: C.S. Lewis and Theology
STUDENT CENTER BHA 

Moderator: Jim Haughey: 

• “Scholarship as Sacred Contemplation: Lectio Divina, 
the Scholarly Life, and the Inklings” Elizabeth Jennings

• “’Imaginative Supposal’ of ‘Transmortal Conditions’: 
Generic Play and Theological Encounter in The Great 
Divorce” Elisha Sircy

Session 4b: Old Enough for Fairy Stories: Children’s 
Literature
STUDENT CENTER BHB

Moderator: Karen Zagrodnik

• “‘Do What You Wish:’ Memory, Desire, and
Discernment in Michael Ende’s The Neverending
Story” Stephanie Stoeckl

• “Robber of Rhymes or Maestro of Myths?: Classical
Elements in Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia” Karah
Snyder
• “Justice in Children’s Literature” Zoe Zubiate

Session 4c: The Act of Reading I 
STUDENT CENTER BHC 

Moderator: Hope Howell Hodgkins

• “The Virtue of Reading: A Pattern Analysis of ‘The
Yellow Wallpaper’” Michael Karounos

• “The Reader Over Your Shouder: The Participation of 
Reader and Spirit in Making Meaning” Cory L. Grewell

• “Lancelot Andrewes’ Words and The Word” Emily
Gietzen
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12:00 - 2:00 PM
Lunch (on your own)

2:00 - 3:20 PM
Session 5a: John Donne’s Words and Works 
STUDENT CENTER 302

Moderator: Kolawole Olaiya

• “Doctor Donne’s Divine Rhetoric” Chad Schrock

• “‘Wilt thou love God, as he thee?’ Reimagining the
Role of Negative Emotions in the Christian Life
through John Donne’s Holy Sonnets” Elliana Shaffer

• “John Donne’s Grave Sonnet” Abigail Murrill

Session 5b: The Act of Reading II  
STUDENT CENTER BHB

Moderator: Paige Ellisor-Catoe

• “The Poetic Imagination and the Reader” Elizabeth T. 
Parker

• “Reading as Spiritual Practice: Imagination, Cognitive 
Aesthetics, and the Formation of Spiritual Experience” 
Dennis Kinlaw

• “Repetition in Reading Poetry” Amy Carpenter

Session 5c: Story as Vechicle  
STUDENT CENTER BHC

Moderator: Zachary Vincent Bordas

• “Unsurprised by Joy: Classic Fairytales and Hopeful
Skepticism” Asha Lancaster-Thomas

• “Dorothy L. Sayers and the Role of Imagination
Across Detection and Adaptation” Candace Lilford

• “Where Now is My God? C.S. Lewis and the Deus
Absconditus” Cierra White

3:30 - 4:50 PM
Session 6a: Theology and Literature  
STUDENT CENTER BHB 

Moderator: Elizabeth T. Parker

• “Meeting Leviathan on The Road: McCarthy’s Joban
Ecology” Preston S. Blakely

• “‘Resurgam:’ Jane Eyre’s Theology of the Body”
Heather Hess

• “Marriage and Miltonian Theology in Paradise Lost”
Ana Brewster
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3:30 - 4:50 PM
Session 6b: Lewis’s Space  
STUDENT CENTER BHC 

Moderator: Chris Pipkin

• “A Larger Sort of Space:” Sublime and Beautiful
Worlds in C.S. Lewis’s Perelandra and The Great
Divorce” Erin G. Quinn

• “Lewis’s Misunderstood Success: That Hideous
Strength” Rebecca Kohlmyer

• “‘What dreams may come’: C.S. Lewis’s Nightmare
Fiction” Luke Mills

Session 6c: The Theological Imagination  
STUDENT CENTER 302 

Moderator: Laura Schrock Crawford

• “Into Imaginative Insight: Penetrating the Particular
and Spiritual “Searching Narrative” in Endo’s Silence”
Julie Hollenbaugh

• “Final Destination: The Eschatological Imagination of 
Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights” Sydney A.
Saunders

• “As It Ought to Be Seen: The World Through Innocent 
Eyes in Traherne’s Third Century Meditations” Shelby 
Rolen

5:00 - 6:45 PM
Banquet and Speaker
STUDENT CENTER BHA 

Rachel Roberts “Reading Reimagined: Countercultural 
Reading for Character Formation”

7:00 PM
Keynote
STUDENT CENTER THEATER 

Patti Callahan Henry “Through the Wardrobe: The
Alchemy of Grief, Imagination, and Story”
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Saturday
October 25

8:30 - 9:00 AM
Light Breakfast
STUDENT CENTER BHA 

9:00 - 10:20 AM
Session 7a: C.S. Lewis and Education 
STUDENT CENTER BHA 

Moderator: Karen Zagrodnik

• “Memory, Tradition and Education Beyond Wyvern
College and Experiment House” Grant Lilford

• “Reading to Receive and a New Optative: Lewis, 
Williams, and Reading Assessments” P. Austin Hooker

• “Exploring the Possibility That I Have Mis-read
My Favorite Critical Works by Lewis” Jim Wildeman
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Saturday
October 25

10:30 - 11:50 AM
Session 8a: C.S. Lewis across the Pond
STUDENT CENTER BHA 

Moderator: Emma Stark

• “Keeping Our Proper Range: C. S. Lewis, Richard 
Wilbur, and Finite Human Understanding” William Tate

• ““The consolation of fairy-stories”: Tolkien’s
Eucatastrophe in Shirley Jackson’s The Bird’s Nest” Eleni 
Reid

• “Phillis Wheatley Against the Deists; or, Why Lyricism
Remains Countercultural” Lucas Nossaman

10:30 - 11:50 AM
Session 8b: Reading with Others
STUDENT CENTER BHB 

Moderator: Wesley Garey

• “Christian Interpretive Communities: Literature as
Formative Practice” Zachary Beck

• “Reading Together: The Impact of Digital Social
Annotation in Online Literature Instruction” Amanda
Livanos

Session 8c: Imagination and Re-Enchantment
STUDENT CENTER BHC 

Moderator: Charity Yost Reed

• “The Christian Educator’s Call to Embrace the Art of 
Re-Enchanting the Classroom” Ally Macurda

• “Of Course It Is Happening Inside Your Head”: King’s 
Cross Station and the Imagination in Harry Potter. 
Sophie Davis

• “‘Write (and Read) with the Ear, Not the Eye:’ 
Distinguishing the Real from the Imaginary as an 
Answer to Deconstructionism” Zachary Vincent Bordas

12:30 - 1:00 PM
Boxed Lunch and Regional Planning Meeting
STUDENT CENTER LOBBY

9:00 - 10:20 AM
Session 7b: Those in and around the Inklings’ Circle
STUDENT CENTER BHB 

Moderator: Chad Schrock

• “The Origins of the Species: Dante and Darwin in 
MacDonald’s Lilith” Laura Schrock Crawford

• “Imagination as Spiritual Discipline in Charles Williams’ 
Descent into Hell” Jay Beavers

• “Longing for God” Conner Truitt
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“The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed during the Southeastern Conference on Christianity and 
Literature, are solely those of the individual speakers and authors and do not necessarily reflect the 

official policy or position of Anderson University.”

Notes:


